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College Principal’s message
A shout out from College Principal, Steve Todd, to everyone for their tremendous
support during Term 3.
WELL, TERM 3 has looked very different to the one we were
hoping and planning for this year. For many of us, this was
somewhat unexpected, and the length of the lockdown has
certainly challenged our thinking and agility to deal with this
pandemic. As expressed by our community leaders and
health experts, the way forward is strongly connected to our
support of the community with restrictions, mask wearing
and engaging with the vaccine program. No matter what your
personal and family circumstances may be, we hope every
member of the MacKillop family is safe and coping with what
may well be the biggest challenge of our lifetime.
I wish to give a shout out to everyone across our College
community for their cooperation and goodness in responding
in such a positive way to the HBL (Home-based learning)
Program that has been rolled out to all students from
Kindergarten to Year 12. For our Primary students, the
collection of learning packages via drive through has been a
great success. For parents and families your willingness to
support your children’s learning and wellbeing has made the
difference here. You know your children, and keeping a close
eye on how they are coping only reinforces the importance of
the parent bond. I am so grateful to the resourcefulness of our
Primary teachers, so well led by our Primary Principal, Frank
Cohen, and the unflappable support of our Assistant Principal,

A great team and team effort all round.
Year 12 has been a major focus and our Secondary
Principal, Deb Ferguson with her executive team have linked
with all our Secondary sector leaders along with CSBB leaders
and with other educational leaders to find a well-considered
pathway through the Trials to the HSC exams. This was a big
challenge and along with our Curriculum Leader, Russell Jones
and Year 12 Pastoral Leader, Rachael Elcoate the wellbeing
and best interests of our Year 12 cohort has been at the fore
of our shared thinking. The good news is that these students
will get through their HSC Year and the future will offer them
good outcomes for 2022 and beyond. Hang in there Year 12,
you are great people ready to embrace the future
I also take this opportunity to welcome the new College
Captains and new Secondary leadership group. To watch all
our leaders receive their blessed badges from their parents
via a zoom ceremony will remain a wonderful memory of this
lockdown time. Congratulations and welcome to all our new
leaders, with a very special welcome to new College Captains,
Milly Perez, and Preston Lorusso. We have already seen how
adaptable these new leaders are with some weekly zoom
catch-ups and very creative ideas.
Another shout out to our staff and students with their

Sherylyn Kenney. The Seesaw connection has been a key focus

versatility and creativeness to deliver both a Feast Day Liturgy

for all the Primary students and teachers allowing the positive

and a Father’s Day celebration whilst in lockdown. These might

connection between students and teachers.

look like peripheral things but they make a huge difference

Our Secondary team have also done a magnificent job
with daily zoom pastoral meetings followed by Compass HBL
Learning and once again students, staff and families have

to our sense of belonging for being part of the MacKillop
community. Well done and thank you staff and students.
The news of my pending retirement at the end of this year

made this work. Our Secondary leadership group led by

has seen me receive so many good wishes so this has been

Secondary Principal, Deb Ferguson and Assistant Principal,

quite a humbling experience for me. Thank you to everyone

Mel McGuinness has seen the engagement of very agile and

for the congratulations and well wishes. I now look forward to

flexible learning with a related wellbeing program that has

seeing our community back together for the last official term

enabled tremendous support for all our Secondary students.

of my career. Blessings to one and all.
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Home based learning in Term 3
Frank Cohen, Primary Principal, speaks about Home Based Learning - New
Challenges for All.
“I ACCEPT CHAOS, I’m not sure whether it accepts me.” Bob

by all parents. ‘Wacky Wednesday’ fitness, book readings from

Dylan. The words are somewhat prophetic in today’s lockdown

a host of staff, Kahoots, Book Week celebrations, competitions

world. Term 3 has seen the re-introduction of Home Based

and music lessons have added to the HBL experience. There

Learning. This time around we seem to be doing much better

have also been award assemblies to acknowledge the good

as a school to cater for the needs of our students caught up in

work put in by so many students.

the lockdown, due to the lurking Covid Delta strain.
I am amazed at how the human species can adapt at the

The school gratefully acknowledges the many sacrifices of
parents who for many have seen employment evaporate, and

‘drop of a hat’ to imposed conditions to live, work and play. The

yet with a grateful and loving heart, have weathered the storm

teachers at MacKillop have had to re-calibrate the teaching

that sometimes comes with having children at home. In the

and learning plans to accommodate the learning from the

words of Dr Seuss: “So be sure when you step, step with care

home situation. This means throughout Term 3 lessons and

and great tact. And remember that life is a great balancing

tasks have been uploaded to virtual platforms such as Seesaw

act.” It is fair to state that Term 3 has been a balancing act.

and Google Classroom. Video lessons and tutorials, along with

Our Kinder Yana program along with many other school

Zoom and Team Meet instructions have taken place, as well as

plans have had to be stopped in its tracks. Through the genius

hard packs of learning delivered to parents every week.

of the staff, hard packs of learning and a special Kinder Yana

The staff have also largely been teaching face to face for

Seesaw page was established so that the Kindergarten 2022

the children of essential workers, which on some days have

students felt included in our community. Three full classes of

been over 120 students filling the classrooms. To teach those

Kinder 2022 students will be welcomed next year and there

in front of you and virtually is a challenging task and I am very

are very limited places for students of other grades. Our

grateful for the extra hours staff have had to put in throughout

school is now well over 610 students in the Primary.

the Term, to deliver education to all the students.

It is our hope that the next installment in these pages will be

The Daily Wellbeing Zooms with Mrs. Kenney and the Help

writing about a Term of learning all at school. Let us hope and

Desk Zooms to solve learning issues have been well received

pray that Covid is rid from the world sooner rather than later.

COLLEGEMatters | 4
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The MacKillop Spirit
Secondary Principal, Debra Ferguson, quotes, “Life throws you curves but you
learn to swerve.”
MANY THINGS ARE sent to test us during our lives, but most

each day completing all the work required but also supplying

are difficulties that we have some knowledge about and ways

us with competitions, challenges, videos and social justice

to be able to cope and overcome. “Life throws you curves but

initiatives that made us smile, gave us opportunities for some

you learn to swerve.” No one is ever really prepared for God’s

fun, and to also reach out to others in need. Despite lockdown

greater plans, but we figure it out, taking it one day at a time.

we still found ways to commission our new leaders, announce

The COVID pandemic, however, is testing the entire world as

the academic awards, and to run our alternate trial exams and

it is not something that we have answers for, and this is what

preliminary exams.

makes it so stressful.
This pandemic is more serious because it affects health

We also thank our parent body who have had to deal with
HBL and the effects of lockdown on their children and their

and lives and there is so much that we don’t know about it.

families. We have been so thankful for all the communication

This uncertainty is part of life, but we WILL get through it. It

that has occurred keeping the College connected to our

will make us wiser, stronger and more resilient. That’s also the

students and your trust in allowing us to help where we could.

MacKillop Spirit!
During this term we celebrated the Feast day of Mary

Whatever you do, don’t be discouraged. Be mindful of
what is still within your power to do and do it. Keep moving,

MacKillop and we are reminded of her saying that “God will

keep being productive. Take time to reflect on who or what is

provide” and her amazing strength of character even on her

most important to you. This is a good time to take good care

darkest days. At MacKillop we follow her tenacity, and we

of yourselves and to be kind to others. We can learn from

have excellent staff who care about all our families and have

those who lived before us and also struggled. In the words of

been reaching out to assist wherever possible. We will make it

St. Padre Pio, Italian priest and saint of the Roman Catholic

through this difficult time.

Church, “Pray, hope, and don’t worry. Worry is useless. God is

In this article I wish to thank all those students and staff who
have tried to keep us so positive with not only working through
ISSUE 29 | WEEK 10, TERM 3 2021

merciful and will hear your prayer.”
Be safe and we hope to see you all face to face again soon.
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What HBL looked like for Primary
students
Sherylyn Kenney, Primary Assistant Principal, says the MacKillop spirit is strong,
despite the challenges of COVID and HBL.
“I MAY BE pre-empting too early, but have a think about what

On the Daily Wellbeing Zoom, we have kicked goals with Mr

HBL might look like should we need to implement again”, Mr

Sullivan, surfed with Mr Bondfield, skateboarded with Mr

Todd asked me in May.

Snelling, planked with Mrs Denneman, had daily Olympic

“Organise a Zoom for Thursday with our Co-ordinators to

updates with Mrs Jones, showed extreme kindness with Mrs

discuss the possibility of HBL for Term 3”, Mr Cohen requested

Whitmore, shared lego with Mrs Paholski, baked bread with

in June.

Mrs Brown and enjoyed hearing from all our teachers over the

Tiny slivers of hope for a normal Term 3 were being plucked
from my sense of reality. I held onto every glimmer, praying

weeks.
The Zoom platform has also provided us with opportunities

and hoping that the numbers would reduce. I held on tightly

to host “Principal and Parent Catch-up” opportunities, Primary

until finally Gladys announced that schools would not be

Awards Assemblies and HBL Help-Desk sessions. These

returning Face to Face for at least 3 weeks - It was real, it was

sessions are proving to be a success for the students as they

happening, flashbacks of 2020 cursed my thoughts, feedback

zoom-in to ask questions and receive feedback around their

statements from parent surveys were being retrieved from my

learning from a variety of teachers including Mr Snelling and

inner memories and worldly ideals were playing in my mind.

Mr Cohen.

We were doing it, we were going to be the providers of HomeBased Learning again…with a minimum of 3 weeks.
In teams our teachers planned, created and sourced the

Our extremely dedicated Librarians provide books to
students who are remotely borrowing, and supported our
classroom teachers to provide quality activities for Geography

best of the best to ensure that we, the teachers, could provide

which often feature interactive learning opportunities and

our students with quality activities, meaningful tasks and

projects. The physically gifted Mrs Denneman ensures that

thoughtful learning. It was also our responsibility to cater for all
students; those of working parents, those of parents juggling
work from home situations, those face-to-face everyday, and
those of parents who just needed that extra bit of guidance for
the activities presented. Our world-class learning support team
ensured that special packs were available for our students with
learning needs and supplementary activities were available for
our high potential students.
I am extremely proud to report that after hours of creating,
planning, designing, scanning, photographing, voice-recording
and videoing, we have been presenting an extremely high
quality Home Based Learning product to our students for
their learning opportunities. Through the use of the SeeSaw
App, teachers are able to connect with the students in their

quality and high energy physical education tasks are at the
ready for our students as well as wellbeing challenges to keep
spirits high and competition at its peak. Our Musical Madame;
Ms Shillert, keeps all our ‘at home learners’ musically in touch
with her assortment of activities. Never before has HBL been
so active and varied in its offering.
Lockdown is not an easy time, and quite often families do
not operate at their optimal performance, however through
the use of phone calls, emails and SeeSaw messaging, teachers
have been able to touch base with as many families as possible
to ensure that the wellbeing of the students and the parents is
at the forefront of the times that we are facing.
As tricky as this time is for parents, students and teachers

class through text, multimedia presentations, videoing and

alike, I believe that we, in true MacKillop style, are providing

voice instruction. Students have the opportunity to complete

first class opportunities for our students and positive support

their tasks in the hard pack, which is created every week as

for our parents.

a duplicate to SeeSaw. Teachers are providing feedback to
students through SeeSaw both orally and in writing.
Zoom meetings are occurring for wellbeing, learning and

We will continue, although slightly frazzled, with grey hair
showing, eyebrows wild and eyes bloodshot, to provide the
best of the best. We will Zoom and we will dance and we will

feedback. Everyday all students have the opportunity to pray

ensure that every student has the opportunity to connect and

together, engage with teachers, participate in Kahoot! quizzes,

to learn and to achieve the best they can achieve and to be the

listen to stories, dance, and listen to comical banter between

best they can be until we can be MacKillop people face to face

teachers as if they are privy to a teacher-led breakfast show.

again.
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What HBL looked like for
Secondary students
Mel McGuinness, Secondary Assistant Principal, reflects how schools are usually
dynamic and joy-filled places that echo with the sounds of youth and energy.
PEOPLE OFTEN WONDER why and how teachers are able

including ARKS, MCC Jump activity suggestions, and many

to do what they do and love their profession. In truth, being

videos were published with information and fun activities.

around the spirit and vitality of the young and starry-eyed, is

Families were asked to share photographs and Book Week

energising. It speaks of hope for the world and those who will

was virtual too. I am sure that in the future we will look back at

be the leaders of the future. It speaks of a never- ending cycle

many of these pictures and videos and they will bring a smile

of renewal and most of all, it is joyful and meaningful work that

to our faces. .

we do.

Our Year 12 students were a major focal point as the HSC

That is on a typical day… Term 3 did not gift us with any

Trial Exam landscape became an ever-changing phenomenon.

typical days. Instead, we began the Winter vacation and all of

Ultimately, it came to rest on Alternative Assessment activities

Term 3 in lockdown. On returning to the Campus, it was clean

which were conducted via Zoom. This in itself necessitated

and tidy though lacking in the sounds of our students who

lots of planning and communication with the students and

really enliven the environment and keep us on our toes each

the parents, along with a fair proportion of adjustment to

day. Obviously, our planning for HBL (Home-Based Learning)

our usual practices. Again, the wellbeing of these students

kicked off on that Friday of Week 10 when the Premier

became even more significant as we supported them in

announced what was meant to be a snap lockdown.

navigating these waters. The Year 12 Pastoral team put

Our executive re-visited the data we had gathered in 2020

together care packages for each Year 12 student, and this was

through the surveys of staff, students and parents. We used

conveyed via a drive-through roster in early Week 6. This was

this data to inform our planning for the weeks ahead.

a wonderful opportunity to see the students face-to-face and

So HBL spoke to us of the risk of disconnection from our
community – our families and we wanted to address this.

to have a friendly chat.
Our Pastoral teams and Learning Support teams, along with

We also were acutely aware of the wellbeing of our families

our administration staff and psychologists, did regular check-

and that everyone would be experiencing unique challenges

ins with our families to support them and offer assistance

- same storm, different boats. For this reason, we decided

where needed. We added a new template to Compass to keep

to change our operational time-table slightly, and built in a

parents abreast of their children’s engagement with learning

morning Pastoral Zoom everyday with some fun activities

and their teachers. In short, we worked hard to regularly and

included. This allowed us to mark the rolls for the day, but

consistently reach out to our students and their families.

more importantly, to connect in meaningful ways with the

We recognize that HBL and HBL+ is not for the faint-

students and for them to connect with each other too.

hearted. It is time-consuming, challenging and draws heavily

Teachers were asked to keep Zooms short to avoid

on all of our resources and inner strength. It challenges us all

excessive screen time and to make sure that the learning

in ways we could never have imagined prior to this pandemic.

activities were engaging and achievable. In educational circles

I am certain that we will have all learned a great deal about

they say, “you can’t do Bloom’s if you haven’t done Maslow”.

ourselves, each other and the spirit of community when we

This means that basic needs and wellbeing needs should

eventually re-emerge from our proverbial bunkers.

be met before you can effectively achieve learning. We put
in place many opportunities and initiatives for connection,
COLLEGEMatters | 8

Blessings to each and every one of you. Take care, look after
yourself and your wellbeing.
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Parliament 2021/22
Deb Ferguson, Secondary Principal, says our new parliament show
determination, strength of character, and a desire to do good.
NOMINATING FOR A leadership position in our Student

during Term 2 and we are so proud of all these students!

Parliament takes a great deal of courage and a true desire to

In Term 3 we normally have a Commissioning Service led by

want to serve and to give back to their community. Everyone

the outgoing cabinet and Fr Philip in front of the entire school

who nominates knows that they may not succeed, but are

and the leaders’ parents. Of course, this Term we have all been

prepared to take that risk and to put themselves forward. In

at home, but the commissioning still occurred.

the end, it does not really matter if they are elected or not, for

In Week 3 of this Term, all our leaders and their families met

all these students show determination, strength of character

with the College teachers and last year’s Cabinet via Zoom. We

and a desire to do good that makes them all extraordinary

had mailed out to all the students their badges, and during a

human beings.

lovely liturgy our parents pinned the badges on the students’

This year we had 33 Year 11 students nominate for
leadership and who spoke to the entire school about why they

blazers as each student’s name was announced.
COVID has affected our lifestyles in many ways but it has

wished to serve as leaders. In the Junior years the numbers

also allowed us to be more inventive and find ways to prevent

who nominated varied and they also had to speak in front of

our students from missing out on important events.

their own Pastoral class and one other class. All this occurred

COLLEGEMatters | 10

We congratulate all the students in our 2021/22 Parliament.
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From our new College Captains
Preston Lorusso and Milly Perez, College Captains, share how our new
Parliament strive to build on MacKillop’s strong sense of community.
DURING TIMES OF uncertainty is when our leaders need to

answered, and your ideas supported because we are here to

rise to the occasion. It’s fair to say that we have all endured

listen.

many challenges over the past year and continue to do so. It is

With the great selection of leaders present within our

a time that we have looked towards others for guidance, and

Parliament and community, we are well equipped to face any

here at Mackillop, our leaders have been there for us, every

challenges ahead and have the chance to achieve something

step of the way. It is now our turn to step into the roles of the

meaningful for each and every one present within our

leaders we have looked up to, and be the helping hand for

community. We will make sure that the needs of others will

others.

be at first and foremost priority ensuring that our ability to

Our mission as a Student Parliament is to build on

collaborate effectively will contribute to positive changes to

MacKillop’s strong sense of community that has been vital

help achieve our goal of creating a school in which everyone

for us all at different times. Therefore, we will advocate and

belongs. We will work to the best of our ability each and every

support the empowerment of all students, to use the power

day to uphold integrity and work in guidance with the college

of their voice to make a positive change no matter how big

motto, ‘Christ our light.’

or small. We aspire to be a leadership team that others look

Our role is to work cohesively between the leaders of the

to for guidance, and wish to create a more collaborative

school and our student body to create an ideal environment

environment where students feel comfortable expressing their

for everyone. We want a school that everyone belongs to. That

ideas and sharing them with us. By providing a platform to the

is what keeps people engaged, and that is what makes our

students their voices will be heard, or in turn, we will listen and

community so strong. We have an exceptional Parliament full

act upon their suggestions. So please, talk to us; in person, by

of people that want to work towards achieving this goal. When

text or email, leave a note on our desk, whatever. But please

I look at our leadership team for the next year, I can’t help but

don’t be silent. Let your voices be heard, your questions

think that we are all in very safe hands.
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Farewell and Thank You ‘Money
Penny’!
College Principal, Steve Todd, offers a thank you and farewell to Penny Clifft.
OUR COLLEGE COMMUNITY was a little surprised to hear

pastoral approach to financial hardship and with some insight

the news that Penny Clifft has decided to step down from her

into the financial challenges that many parents experience

position as Financial Secretary at the end of Term 3. After due

she strived to find a positive way forward for struggling

consideration and with new ideas and hopes for the future,

families. She has been a right-hand support to Sr Marea in

Penny came to realise for her, it was an appropriate time to

how families can be supported in the small things that make a

retire from the College.

difference. Yes, thoughtfulness and kindness is the key to our

Affectionately known to many of us as ‘Money Penny’, saying
farewell to Penny will be a great loss to us all here at MacKillop.

relationships here at MacKillop.
We take the time now to say well done and thank you to

Penny has looked after all financial accounts, supported the

Penny who has filled this position for over 15 years. Penny

process for managing school fees, organised the payment of

is looking forward to taking things a little easier as well as

all our invoices/orders, ensured the accuracy of the casual

spending more time with family.

staff entries, the fortnightly pay schedules, completed all

Unfortunately, we will not be able to gather at the moment

staffing appointment forms plus leave forms. Penny has

to say thank you and farewell Penny in our normal MacKillop

capably assisted our Business Manager in association with our

way but, an opportunity will be found in Term 4 for a suitable

College Leaders in so many financial tasks - all this, plus being

event to say well done and thank you to Money Penny. I am

a member of the College Finance Committee. It will be no

sure a James Bond theme will allow us to thank Penny Clifft

small task finding a new Financial Secretary.

and wish her every blessing for the future. For now, farewell

Many families have been wonderfully supported by Penny’s
COLLEGEMatters | 12

Money Penny and every blessing for the future.
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‘ARK’ makes a comeback!
Michelle Baxter is proud that MacKillop have performed acts of service and
kindness during lockdown.
ONCE AGAIN, THE COVID situation has brought with it

Vinnies have enjoyed being together once a fortnight, as COVID

many challenges for our MCC community, but this has not

restrictions meant they could not be together face-to-face. The

discouraged our students, staff or their families from a

#FAMILYWINTERSLEEPOUT@HOME was a great way to come

sense of justice or compassion. It has been very difficult to

together in a safe but fun way, but also to create awareness

participate in social justice projects in the current climate, and

and learn about homelessness. Fiona from St Vincent de Paul

so it was fitting for ‘ARK’ (Acts of Random Kindness) to make a

also provided an insightful presentation during one of our

comeback. .

meetings on the impacts COVID is having on the elderly, and

During the last lockdown, the hope was for ARK to carry

we are so grateful for her time spent with us.

our community through the storm of COVID-19. Students of

The REFUGEE MOVEMENT was a Call to Action to help

MacKillop have been encouraged and challenged to be the

refugees and asylum seekers. As the situation escalated in

hands and feet of Jesus through acts of service and kindness,

Afghanistan, it was evident that this was a moment in our

and the staff have been challenged too, by participating

World history that we simply could not ignore. So, our students

in a range of activities. Several campaigns were launched

and staff were asked to show their support and help Afghan

via our social media platforms to raise awareness and to

people here in Australia, as well as in their homeland. A collage

reach out and connect to those who need support most.

of student and staff ‘selfie’ images was created and uploaded

The #supportsmallbusiness campaign aimed to give local

to social media along with prayers, to symbolise our unification

businesses a ‘shout out’ for their extraordinary customer

with all refugees. The MCC community was also invited to light

service with the hope to boost sales during a difficult period.

a candle for all the veterans who may feel that their service

The Letter Box Project was another great initiative and an

and the sacrifices that were made were for nothing. This light

awesome way to connect people who may be experiencing

symbolised that nothing we do for others is ever wasted. And

loneliness and isolation. This was also the first time Primary

a petition asking for further humanitarian support to Afghans

students were invited to be a part of ARK and so a new era had

was distributed.

begun.
Mini Vinnies lunch meeting continued, albeit via Zoom.

We pray that our actions, however small, have made an
impact to the lives of others and that no matter how difficult

Mrs Tenev and Sr Jiji have been a great support during these

the circumstances, we continue to provide support to those

meetings, helping to run games and prayerful reflection. The

affected by this pandemic.

ISSUE 29 | WEEK 10, TERM 3 2021

COLLEGEMatters | 13

YMCC students continue to shine!
Maisie Tenev shares how we are getting through HBL together as a faith
community.
TERM 3 WAS set to be a term full of events and the YMCC

through the YMCC Facebook page and it has been such a

group had much to look forward to and work towards. The

pleasure recording the interviews and sharing these with the

COVID lockdown saw an immediate halt and cancellation

students. Special thanks to Sr Jiji, Samantha Varney and Tayla

to these events, however, despite the lockdown and Home

Brooker for their assistance with the lunch meetings.

Based Learning (HBL), the YMCC students have been engaging
through ARK, YMCC lunch meetings and Alpha.
During the 2020 lockdown and Home Based Learning, JUMP

Alpha has been consistent throughout the term with
students gathering every Tuesday afternoon to explore a
different theme through videos and discussion questions.

and YMCC joined forces to create ‘ARK’. ARK stands for ‘Acts

Despite the online format, the students have been enjoying

of Random Kindness’ and are acts of compassion and faith,

the weekly themes and games and have been getting to know

designed to provide students with opportunities for service

each other. For Holy Spirit Week, to remain COVID safe, the

and ministry during lockdown. Examples include cooking

students were mailed a package that we opened together

dinner for the family, sending a letter to someone who is

over Zoom. It contained a prayer journal and a range of items.

isolated as part of the letterbox project, sharing their gifts

These included: chocolates and lollies to remind us that even

and talents by creating ‘How To…’ videos, and participating in

though we are in lockdown, life is still sweet. A tealight candle

a range of social justice initiatives. An online Prayer Box was

to symbolise that Christ’s light is within us all, and a slinky to

also created for the community. Thank you to the students and

remind us that even when we make mistakes and fall away

staff who have taken the time to serve others or shared their

from God, He will always draw us back to Him. We would like

gifts and talents during such a challenging time.

to thank Zara Christensen from Year 10 who showed great

YMCC lunch meetings have been occurring during
Wednesday break one during HBL. These meetings are
designed to provide students with time to socialise, play

leadership skills by running the small discussion groups; she
did a great job!
Although there were many cancellations, Term 3 will be a

some games and have fun. Since the teachers and students

time that we won’t forget. The YMCC group are grateful to both

have been in lockdown, and aren’t able to see each other at

staff, students and their families for their support, friendship

school, a segment was created called ‘Getting To Know You’.

and contribution during the term. Prayers and blessings for all

Each week, a different teacher shares a bit about themselves

in our community, that the fighting spirit of Mary MacKillop will

through an interview. These interviews have also been shared

continue to carry us through this challenging time.
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MacKillop demonstrates a spirit of
unity and love
Chrystal Price says MacKillop celebrated a virtual Feast Day in lockdown, with a
spirit of unity and love.
IN 1884 ST Mary of the Cross MacKillop wrote to the Sisters
of Saint Joseph stating; ‘May the Spirit of unity and love reign
amongst us’. At the time she was trying to reassure her sisters
that amid great trials, we are called as Catholics to remain
united. So, it was in this spirit that we united virtually to
celebrate the feast of our beloved patron saint. We were just
so grateful to all who collaborated on this virtual liturgy, which
allowed us the opportunity to gather in prayer to give thanks to
God for the example of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop in our

providing us with much needed encouragement and wisdom.
Our heartfelt gratitude goes out to all the students who
participated in the making of the liturgy through providing
works of art, words of inspiration and prayers. To the staff who
featured in the liturgy, to ex-student Jaz Denneman for singing
the College song for us, and to all who played a role in putting
this all together, we are so grateful.
Thank you to the whole community for uniting virtually

College and Parish community. We would like to thank Fr Philip

in prayer to celebrate this important occasion, we are truly

for his contribution in breaking open the Word with us and

blessed.
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Culture Survey Results 2021
Steve Todd, College Principal, reviews the Cultural Survey results.
DURING TERM 2, Catholic Schools Broken Bay engaged a
company to engage with our school communities to complete
a ‘Cultural Survey’. The survey invited staff, parents and senior
students (Years 11 & 12) to complete the selection of ten
priority values across three areas – Personal Values, Current
Culture and Desired Culture. The survey then looked to find
the correlation and impact of the alignment/variance across
these three dimensions.
The College had 465 respondents (119 staff, 118 parents
and 228 senior students).
TOP FOUR VALUES ACROSS THE DIMENSIONS (In order)
Personal Values – family, caring, respect, compassion
Current Culture – community involvement, faith, 		
academic excellence, sense of community
Desired Values – academic excellence, balance (home/
work), coaching/mentoring, creativity

are almost Full Spectrum with positive values in six of the
seven levels. This is an extremely relationship-orientated group
of people and relationships are also a priority in the workplace.
The College will need to review what impact ‘discipline’ may
be having across the school. Consider if the call for more
‘creativity’ and ‘empowerment’ might be a response to the
restrictions people experience.
While looking after people is an existing priority, the new
requests for ‘balance’ (home/work) and ‘wellbeing’, may
indicate there is more to do here. The calls for more ‘coaching/
mentoring’ and to focus on ‘life skills’ may also imply a need to
widen the scope of learning opportunities available.
The College will now spend time engaging with ‘focus groups’

CULTURAL ENTROPY REPORT – MACKILLOP’S SCORE 13%
This report offers a score/percentage of values/behaviours
that may be potentially limiting the current culture by level. The
lower the score, the healthier the culture.
SUMMARY REPORT
The culture within MacKillop College is relatively healthy with
a Culture Score above the average for the sector. The values
COLLEGEMatters | 16

to look at a pathway forward for building an even healthier
culture.
We take the time now to say thank you to everyone for your
support for creating such a healthy existing culture that is
highly prized by all our key stakeholders.
ISSUE 29 | WEEK 10, TERM 3 2021

Tokyo Olympics during HBL
During the Olympics, Pastoral in Secondary came alive!, says Rachael Encoate.
STUDENTS ENGAGED IN a range of fun activities to celebrate

points for engaging in various activities such as trivia each

the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. Mrs Ferguson allocated each

morning, dressing up in the colours of their country, creating

house a ‘country’ during this fortnight period. Each house was

some food art and even submitting pictures being an

known by their country; Fitzroy (France), Penola (Germany),

‘Olympian’. Points were also awarded. It was lots of fun! A big

Gesu (Italy), Alma (Russia), Temuka (United Kingdom) and

congratulations to Kincumber who gained the most house

Kincumber (Japan). During this time, students gained house

points throughout the period.
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Father’s Day 2021 - Ideas from
the Kindergarten Students
Tim Snelling says MacKillop celebrates the important males in our lives in the
simplest ways.
THE FIRST SUNDAY in September is the day we celebrate the

movies with skeletons and things so I think he stayed awake

special men in our lives across Australia. Lockdown for many

with Mum and watched something like that as well.”

has given us more time to connect with our immediate family
members as we rely on our household for companionship.
Restrictions have enabled many Dads to be around the
home more than they might ever have been. This time has
highlighted just how essential families are, and so this Father’s
Day the simplicity of spending quality time together has been
the best gift.
Lacey and Dylan of Kindergarten would like to share some
of the simple ways that they have celebrated Father’s Day this
year. I think that you’ll find that these ideas can be done any
day of the year with the special people in your lives.
Presents and hand-made gifts: “I made a really good

Cooking favourite foods: “My Mum and I made breakfast
for Dad, bacon and eggs, and gave him lots of treats during the
day. We ate a lot of food. My Dad can eat heaps.”
Sharing: “My Dad tells funny stories. We like to have a fire in
the backyard too at night but we didn’t do that for Father’s Day,
but the other day we did.”
Playing games: “We played tips. My Dad is really fast, but
I can still catch him. We like to just go outside. When Monkey
Mania is opened up again, I think I will take him there too.”
This year, Father’s Day was again unique in terms of the
restrictions placed on celebrations. No pandemic can prevent

card for Dad, it took me ages, but my three year old brother

this special day from occurring and, even if you were unable

smooshed it up. My dad still liked it though. I also got my dad

to celebrate with your Dad this year in person, the MacKillop

some M&M chocolate and we shared them on the couch with

community sends only love and gratitude to the special men in

Mum. And then he fell asleep.”

our lives.

Movies and favourite shows: “We let Dad watch what he

Thank you to all the special men in our community for

wanted to but he always lets me watch some of my shows. My

making our day and cheering us all up by sharing your lives

Dad loves the footy so we watched that. He also loves scary

and humor with us this Father’s Day.
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Virtual Book WeeK
Jackie Crowe says our Book Week activities were a virtual smorgasbord
ORGANISING BOOK WEEK activities this year was quite a
challenge. We were not able to have our traditional parade,
but that didn’t stop the creativity and enthusiasm of so many
of our staff and students who looked fabulous, dressed as
their favourite book characters. We were able to create a
Virtual Book Week Parade with all the photos sent to us by
everyone stuck at home in lockdown.
Our Primary Book Week activities were a virtual
smorgasbord. Each class enjoyed listening to virtual guest
authors, completed online games, got creative with art and
craft activities, completed a Peek-a book guess the teacher

COLLEGEMatters | 20

competition, and went on a CBCA Choose You Own Adventure.
Secondary students enjoyed a week of fun Pastoral class
activities with quizzes, puzzles and guessing competitions.
All students were given the opportunity to enter our Writing
Competition using the CBCA Book Week 2021 theme, ‘Old
Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds’. They were given the choice
of writing a poem, a story or artistically representing the
theme. We had so many fabulous entries.
This year’s Book Week was definitely a very different
experience but still a wonderful celebration of books
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NAIDOC Week Celebrations 2021 Heal Country, Heal Our Nation
Traditional practices have protected this Country for centuries, says Marilyn Fraser.
NAIDOC WEEK INVITES all Australians to embrace and
celebrate the true history of this country, Indigenous culture
and the achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples. It’s a time to acknowledge and share their stories,
support and to promote the beauty of our Indigenous heritage
in Australia.
The theme ‘Heal Country’ is a lasting reminder for all
Australians the importance of protecting our lands, our waters,
our sacred sites and our cultural heritage. The ancient sites are
some of the oldest sites on the planet, their destruction and
desecration would be an enormous loss for the world.
Heal Country needs to be achieved or the bushfires and
droughts will continue to destroy our brilliant landscape. We
must adhere to the traditional practices that have protected
and managed this country for centuries. We need to join as
one and protect this land for future generations.
On Tuesday 22 June 2021 infants and primary were privy to
a beautiful meaningful NAIDOC Liturgy accompanied by our
MacKillop ‘Deadly Didge Group’ and choir.
The students rotated throughout the day to experience
many exciting cultural activities. We had the wonderful
opportunity of a firsthand cultural experience from two visiting
Indigenous guests sharing their culture and knowledge, Aunty
Danni and Jake Briggs. Jake shared his knowledge of Aboriginal

Snelling shared his knowledge of the traditional foods.
Mrs Crowe and the fantastic library team thrilled and
delighted the students with Aboriginal Dreaming Stories of
creation which is the basis of Aboriginal lore and culture.
The students also participated in a hand art activity that will
eventually be a big installation of a rainbow Serpent on the
library wall.
Mrs Kenney showed off her skills plaiting with the attentive
students. The students and their buddies proudly went home
with a handcrafted red, black and yellow bracelet. Traditionally
the Indigenous women would make Hairstring. The women
would cut their hair with a quartz stone then roll it on their
thighs to make a long string.
Students also participated in Traditional Aboriginal games
with Mrs Denneman. Customarily the Elders would watch the
children participate in the games and look for the specific skills
used for hunting foods, for example stealing emu eggs from
the nest.
Year 7 students from our MacKillop Aboriginal dance group
presented and taught the students the ancient Brolga dance
which was introduced to them by Jonothan Wright. Students all
enjoyed the experience, joining in with enthusiasm.
MacKillop students participated in a giant Aboriginal art wall

artefacts in an Aboriginal Cultural workshop, the students

mural depicting Neil the Diamond Python that is occasionally

listened intently and had turns holding and feeling the

seen around our College. Mrs Fraser spoke about different art

ancient Aboriginal tools. Aunty Danni and her Sister modelled

styles used traditionally, ochre and how Aboriginal artworks

traditional weaving to the excited students and every student

are important to convey knowledge of the land, events and

produced their own bracelet to take home.

beliefs of the Aboriginal people.

MacKillop students were treated to a BBQ, on the menu

The children all went home tired, happy and more

were Roo sausages which Mr Snelling cooked to perfection,

knowledgeable about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

yam and damper. The students were asking for seconds! Mr

Culture.
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Drive-through ‘Click and Collect’
Rachael Elcoate shares how MacKillop found a different way to do wellbeing.
THE FINAL TERM for Year 12 traditionally starts with Trials

complete these online tasks. It was also important to give

exams, followed by revision and festivities to celebrate 13

our students a boost with food, awards, school photos,

years of schooling. Due to the lockdown, our sensational

inspirational quotes and letters that were written by parents

Year 12’s have had to adapt to the many changes that were
thrown at them to complete these trials. When the decision
was made that trials were cancelled and to be replaced with

(that were meant to be handed out at the retreat).
The Year 12 Pastoral team together with support staff spent

online assessments, these students adapted very quickly and

time putting these together. Students then over two days came

accepted this new challenge to complete their HSC school

in for this ‘Click and Collect’ service to have a wellbeing check

assessments.

with Mrs Elcoate and to collect these packs. It was a lot of fun,

As a College, it was decided that our students needed
a take-home pack filled with much needed resources to

COLLEGEMatters | 24

lifted the spirits of Year 12 and was certainly a rare Year 12
event.
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How parents are coping with HBL
WOW, what a turnaround this term has been to the last, says Natalie Tunstead.
JUST WHEN WE looked like we were returning to some

teachers but all of the other teachers supporting via Zoom and

resemblance of normality with community events and parents

HBL. My youngest child begins Kindy next year and whilst she

on site, we found ourselves back in lockdown and Home

has missed her Kindy Yana program, MCC put together amazing

Based Learning for Term 3. This has obviously been a very

packs full of education materials, games and complete with online

challenging time for students, parents and teachers, however

activities for our future kindy’s! The sense of community in such a

it has been wonderful to see everyone rally to support one

hard time is amazing! We are proud to be part of the community.”

another where they can. We held a couple of ‘Cuppa and Chat’

Kerry Barrett-Anthes.

sessions for parents and carers to debrief and support one
another. The Facebook Grade pages have also been offering
resources and another avenue for parents to ask questions
and support one another.
I thought it was appropriate to include feedback from a
parent perspective:

Our Catholic School Parents (CSP) Kirsty and Karina have
continued to support and represent our school on the Catholic
Schools Broken Bay platform. What has been evident from
the meetings has been the acknowledgement, thanks and
appreciation for all school staff in the management of HBL.
There was also strong support for Year 12, Kindy, Year 1 and

“Thank you to all the wonderful teachers and staff. We have

Year 7, who are in transition points in their school journey.

felt so well supported during this time and your efforts especially

Across the Diocese there is a consensus that this lockdown

with the Kinder Yana for 2022 have been very much appreciated.”

and HBL period is affecting many more families, particularly in

Rebecca Stephenson.

terms of their wellbeing.

“As a parent going into lockdown is daunting and overwhelming

Finally please remember that support is available and you

when we worry about our kids missing out on their learning. I’ve

are not alone. Let us know and we will do what we can to

been really impressed with the fast response and support from

support you. Take care and hopefully Term 4 will look a bit

the MCC staff across the board. Not only my daughter’s amazing

brighter……
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Artists shine even during lockdown
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Reflecting on a very unique Term 3
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