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the month of May
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College Principal’s message
Our College Principal, Steve Todd, acknowledges the celebration of the month of 
May.
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IT HAS BEEN full steam ahead at MacKillop in Term 2. The 
opportunities to engage with the full College community has 
relaxed to the point where we have welcomed all groups 
across the College back together for assemblies, liturgies and 
special events. It has also been wonderful to welcome parents 
and guests to events this term. The pathway ahead is looking 
very positive for us all.

During the month of May we have looked more deeply into 
our connection with Mary, mothers and all women. It is over 
the month of May that we celebrate Mother’s Day (9 May) 
and Australia’s Patron Saint of Our Lady Help of Christians 
(24 May). Fittingly, it was on the Feast of Our Lady Help of 
Christians that all Catholic Schools across Australia celebrated 
the Bicentenary of Catholic Education. The celebration of 
a full College Mass with singing and liturgical dance was a 
most reassuring time for us. The liturgy was extra special 
with Fr Phillip celebrating Mass in the Hall for all of Years 
3-12 students while K-2 gathered in the Church for the live 
streaming of the Mass. The College also welcomed special 
guests to the College that included four Sisters of St Joseph 
(SOSJ), political representatives, Mrs Kerrie Aitken, wife of the 
late Foundation Principal, Stephen Aitken, our first Primary 
Principal, David Fletcher, along with former staff members, 
parents and Parish representatives. It was a wonderful 
gathering and the spirit of gratitude for what Catholic 
education means for us all made this day a most memorable 
one.

The following excerpt is from my welcome to the Feast Day 
Mass, offering the context for this special day:

There is much for us to celebrate across Australia and here at 
MacKillop Catholic College, Warnervale. We are only in our 19th 
year but, our story is a very blessed one and we thank God for 
bringing us together.

How did Australia end up having Our Lady Help of Christians 
as the Patron Saint of Australia? It is a very good question, and 
it relates to the affection that the early Irish Catholic settlers of 
Australia had for Mary as, they looked to find their place in this 
Great Southern Land. They were not privileged or rich people, 
they were of working-class background and some first came to 
Australia as convicts or, many had parents who came to Australia 
as convicts. They looked to God and the Church through Our Lady 

for everyday protection and care. The first Bishop of Australia, 
Bede Polding understood the people’s needs and so, the Cathedral 
in Sydney was named St. Mary’s Cathedral and our nation’s 
patron saint was aligned with the people’s love of Mary, so they 
were given OLHC as Australia’s Patron Saint. Today, that need for 
protection and care remains as, like in this portrait of OLHC, we 
are invited ‘to be a light to the world’.

Over the past 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia, 
millions of young people were offered an education. People like 
Mary MacKillop and the SOSJ offered an education to young 
people from struggling families so they could help shape the 
privileged community we have become today in Australia. Great 
families and parents, leaders, indigenous elders & leaders, 
educators, medical professionals, lawmakers and law keepers, 
sports men and women, business owners, entertainers, writers, 
artists and carers have emerged from very humble beginnings in 
Catholic education.

Today, we remember all the mums and dads, the children, 
teachers and supporters, the clergy and the religious orders who 
through their struggles, challenges, achievements, skills, talents 
and leadership have led to the Catholic School system to be known 
as ‘the jewel in the Crown’ of the Australian Catholic Church. This 
cannot be seen as a position of superior status but, of continuing 
a humility of service to the needs of every person and family that 
looks to us for a future full of hope, as we continue to never seeing 
a need without doing something about it. Thank you for making 
this day one to celebrate here at MacKillop Catholic College.

Our term has seen NAPLAN testing completed for Year 3, 5, 
7 and 9, and the initial feedback from staff is that our students 
participated fully across the online testing programs for 
literacy and numeracy.

Other events of Term 2 have included the Year 5 Bathurst 
trip, Year 7 camp, and the Year 10 retreat.

Our staff and students are very busy with ensuring all 
assessment tasks are completed for the Parent/Teacher 
Interviews that will take place in Week 9.

Finally, the staff are also engaging in the Towards 2025 
Program that will see the launch of the strategic direction for 
CSBB on Friday 25 June. This is the last day of Term 2 and will 
be a pupil-free day.

COLLEGE
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AT MACKILLOP WARNERVALE there has been an influx of 
enrolments in the Primary grades where our numbers have 
now surpassed 607 students. We are at capacity as a three 
streamed Primary School. There is much to celebrate reaching 
this milestone as our school continues to enjoy a good 
reputation in the wider community. Term 2 has certainly been 
very busy for all involved.

One initiative that has taken root is the introduction of 
‘Teaching Rounds’ for targeted Maths and English instruction. 
Twice a week over and above the normal classroom instruction 
a team of teachers led by Mrs Kenney, our Assistant Principal, 
meet before school to discuss targeted intervention plans 
based on assessment data for Maths and English. The 
students are then split into groups based on direct need and 
the instruction focuses on the area of needs to help each 
student move to the next steps of learning. During Term 2 the 
focus has been on Kindergarten, Year 3, 5, and 6. Other grades 
will receive this intervention in the coming terms based on 
student assessment results.

Cluster groupings of identified gifted and high potential 
students continues to go from strength to strength with 
students working across stages in Years 3-7. Mrs Jones, our 
Diverse Learning Coordinator, is monitoring the success of 
each cluster grouping with a view to expand this for other 
areas of learning. The school is also preparing to enter 
several teams into the Tournament of Minds High Potential 
Competitions in the coming term.

The staff at MacKillop are quite dedicated over and above 

their normal teaching loads. Our school has introduced early 
morning intervention groups for students who would like 
extension work or require some extra help. During Term 2 
there has been early morning Maths groups and teaching, 
handwriting, reading and spelling skills (THRASS) groups that 
focus on spelling. Students and parents have appreciated the 
extra classes which are voluntary, to strengthen further the 
work already taking place in classrooms.

We have also introduced clans across the school as a 
Wellbeing initiative for students who require extra social and 
emotional support. The clans get together twice a term and 
work on wellbeing activities so that all children are valued and 
included. Some students require extra support in developing 
resilience and being able to regulate emotions. Miss Owen and 
Mrs Denneman are now joint Social and Emotional Wellbeing 
Coordinators and have begun the task of reviewing current 
programs with a view to address needs around cyberbullying 
and positive behaviour for learning.

NAPLAN for Year 3 and 5 was unique for the school as it was 
completed online. The only exception to this was the Year 3 
writing assessment which remained pencil and paper based. 
We will look forward to receiving the results later in the year.

Finally, it was wonderful that all Catholic Schools came 
together on the Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians to 
celebrate 200 years of Catholic Education. With a full hall and 
a full Church, the students participated well and were greeted 
with some history of the importance of our school system.

Growing pains and targeted 
teaching
Frank Cohen, Primary Principal, explains how our school population is growing 
and teaching rounds introduced.
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THE MEASURE OF a school is how it delivers each and every 
day for our students to move forward and achieve their 
dreams. We may not always get it perfectly right, yet we are 
determined as a school to be responsive, continue to refine, 
reinvent and build programs that enhance the opportunities 
for our students. We are the school searching and being 
curious of what makes a great school for our students and 
we strive for excellence and innovation. It is our job to enliven 
each student’s passion, and we endeavour to unlock what 
drives young people.

To be able to accomplish this we are consistently studying 
whatever data that is available to us to plan projects and 
programs that may assist our students both academically and 
personally.

We have been very excited to be able to offer 80 students 
this term the opportunity to attend tutoring programs in 
numeracy and literacy thanks to a financial grant we received 
from the government to assist students who may have been 
hindered in their learning during home-based learning last 
year. 

All our Staff are in a 3-year literacy program designed to 
assist each faculty area with approaches that best meet the 
literacy needs of that faculty. We are also part of the Towards 
Excellence Program where all our faculties are studying their 
various data platforms to isolate areas of learning that need 
to be specifically improved. They are forming targets and 
strategies to address these and must provide evidence of how 
improvements have been made.

All our teachers will be educated further in how to identify 

and teach gifted students and we have embarked on a gifted 
project with a group of Stage 3 and 4 students in English and 
are about to do the same in Mathematics.

Our approach to use visible thinking in our classrooms 
where our students need to take ownership of their learning 
is continuing and we are always talking to them about working 
towards their personal best and developing a growth mindset 
to attempt difficult learning.

We have also been looking at a number of topics in our 
Period 6 time on a Tuesday with our Year 7-10 students. We 
spent Term 1 looking at being inclusive at all times and seeing 
everyone equally and treating them with respect. This term we 
are looking at the topic of consent.

It has been difficult for all students during 2020 and into 
this year as the effects of COVID-19 have been many and we 
can see this quite visibly within our College. Hopefully as the 
year progresses, we are able to enjoy and participate in more 
‘normal’ routines. Already we have rejoiced in being able to 
have some events with parents present and to be able to bring 
all our students and teachers together.

Finally, I would like to reiterate what we often say to our 
students about always trying to do their best and reach their 
potential. We encourage them to try, even if they fail, and we 
encourage them to say, ”I cannot do this yet,” not just give up. 
Michael Jordan sums this up very well when he speaks of his 
basketball career: “I’ve missed more than 9000 shots in my 
career. I’ve lost almost 300 games. 26 times I’ve been trusted 
to take the game winning shot and missed. I’ve failed over and 
over and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed.”

Achieve your dream
Secondary Principal, Debra Ferguson, outlines why it is the role of the teacher to 
enliven each student’s passion.
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Mini Macks bring Easter to nursing 
homes
Tim Snelling celebrates the wonderful work of our Mini Macks.

OUR MINI MACKS group, currently consisting of Year 5 
students, treated local nursing home residents to a taste 
of Easter in the last week of Term 1, accompanied by Sister 
Marea Ross, Sister Jiji Canillas, and Mrs Claudette Radford. With 
COVID-19 restrictions preventing a lot of community outreach 
over the last year, the entire Primary school were excited to 
be able to donate Easter eggs and create handmade Easter 
cards that were delivered by the Mini Macks to residents in a 
COVID-safe way.

Mini Macks began in 2008 when MacKillop saw its first Year 
5 group in the Primary school by Josephite Support Person, 
Sister Marea Ross, “As the name suggests, the group aims to 
see the needs of the community and respond just as Saint 
Mary MacKillop did.”

On their way to the nursing homes, Mrs Radford said 
how nervous and excited the Mini Macks were. The visit 

was well-received by residents after not having guests for 
over 12 months, they were overjoyed that the children had 
taken the time to make cards, with many overwhelmed 
with the generosity of the MacKillop Primary community. In 
turn, the Mini Macks also felt a deep connection with the 
act of giving, with some students filled with tears from the 
enormous gratitude shown by residents and staff. Mrs Radford 
commented, “Everyone that watched the interactions between 
residents and students were instantly filled with deep love and 
bursting pride. The children were instantly invigorated with 
each visit and grew in confidence to connect with everyone 
they met.”

Sister Marea celebrated the success of the day, thanking 
the students for their faith-filled and generous spirit, “Mary 
MacKillop would be proud of them. Our bountiful supply of 
extra Easter gifts were shared with others we were not able to 
visit.”
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Everybody belongs
Michelle Baxter reminds us of the important message of Harmony Day.

EACH YEAR WE celebrate Harmony Day at MCC, though last 
year we were unable to do so due to COVID-19. It was fantastic 
to be able to come together this year to reflect on the message 
of Harmony Day, which is all about social cohesion and racial 
harmony, diversity, respect and belonging.  

Our College celebrated this event on 23 March. During the 
day, students were able to purchase meal deals including 
sausage sandwiches from around the world to celebrate 
our cultural diversity. There was also amazing Harmony Day 
merchandise available and 9 Penola made beautiful friendship 
bracelets which were also sold. A total of $1330 was raised 
from our Harmony Day event, with a further $1270 being 
donated through other initiatives, bringing our grand total to 
$2600 for our Project Compassion pledge.

A number of staff wore bright orange t-shirts with 
motivational quotes to promote inclusivity and the JUMP 
Variety Group created an art installation. Every student in 
the College was invited to write a message or hashtag in 
response to the theme of Harmony Day. The visual display was 
a wonderful symbol of unity and represented our belonging to 
the MCC community.

ISSUE 28 | WEEK 9, TERM 2 2021



MISSIONMACKILLOP Catholic College WARNERVALE

COLLEGEMatters | 9ISSUE 28 | WEEK 9, TERM 2 2021

Renewing our faith
Tim Snelling tells us how the Sacrament of Confirmation is a celebration of our 
faith as a community.

EIGHTY STUDENTS FROM our school and parish community 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation with Bishop Anthony 
Randazzo on 2 May over two beautiful mass celebrations. This 
Sacrament has a special significance for the entire community 
of the Catholic church, and it was wonderful to see so many 
participants in our celebration.

The students and parents were called upon to renew their 
baptismal promises and confirm their faith to God by receiving 
the Holy Spirit into their lives once again.

In the lead up to their Confirmation, the students prepared 
to receive the Sacrament by learning about the Holy Spirit and 
the symbols of Confirmation with Sister Jiji and their classroom 
teachers in Year 4. This preparation was also carried out on 
the weekend for those members of the MacKillop community 

who do not attend our school.

In preparation, our Church was adorned with the flames of 

the Holy Spirit and with prayer cards of our candidates, as well 

as the fruits and gifts of the Holy spirit with which they were 

all blessed with. The Holy spirit was called to be present in our 

celebration as God’s special gift for us, His people. It is also a 

living sign of His son, Jesus, and his presence among us. God 

invites us all to share this special gift of love, which embodies 

His son, Jesus, and which we willingly accept into our lives 

through this Sacrament.

Congratulations to all of our students and the students of 

our broader MacKillop community, for receiving the Sacrament 

of Confirmation. 
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Mother’s Day
Chrystal Price gives us an overview of this special occasion.

ON WEDNESDAY 5 May, the K-12 College community came 

together to celebrate Mother’s Day. The day began in the early 

hours of the morning with the Primary staff cooking a delicious 

breakfast in the COLA. The event continued in the Church 

with the celebration of Eucharist with Fr Philip and the Parish 

community. The Church was full, and it was impressive to see 

so many attending and participating in the Mass. A big thank 

you to the Youth Ministry students led by Mrs Maisie Tenev, 

who read and assisted with the liturgy, as well as, our Primary 

REC, Mr Tim Snelling, who organised the liturgy and the video 

tribute to the mothers in our community. The COLA was full of 

our staff and students serving breakfast, but more importantly 

it was so great to see our students with their mothers and 

significant women in their lives sharing a meal and community 

spirit together. The Primary Mother’s Day Stall was also a huge 

success and well supported by our Primary students and staff. 

A big thank you to Natalie Tunstead, our Family Liaison Officer, 

and her wonderful group of parents who made this a great 

success.

We were just so blessed to share in this important event, 

given how many communities were unable to celebrate due to 

COVID-19 restrictions right before the Mother’s Day weekend.

An event such as this can only go ahead with the assistance 

of many staff and students, so we are indebted to the many 

people that assisted this event in any way.
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Connecting to culture
Marilyn Fraser reminds us of the significance of Sorry Day and Reconciliation 
Week.

AS A NATION, we all need to say Sorry and acknowledge the 
abhorrent wrongs of the past in Australia. During the Stolen 
Generation the government had a policy to forcibly remove 
tens of thousands of Aboriginal children from their families 
and communities. Some children never saw their families again 
and this left a terrible lasting impact on our Indigenous people 
for generations to come.

MacKillop students acknowledged Sorry Day through prayer 
and our beautiful artwork of hands. Each Hand represents 
thousands of children that were taken away from their families 
and communities. To acknowledge Sorry Day on Wednesday 
26 May we viewed a short video of Trevor Jamieson reading a 
story called ‘Sorry Day’ at lunchtime which was well received by 
Primary students.

In Secondary, Mrs Price beautifully spoke to the students 
about the meaning behind Sorry Day and its importance for us 
to commemorate and reflect on this significant day.

National Reconciliation Week was held between 27 May 
and 3 June, with the theme ‘More than a word. Reconciliation 
takes action’ which means we treat everybody the same, 
show kindness and respect. 2021 marks twenty years of 
Reconciliation with the anniversary of Sorry Day, a day of 
remembrance. 

True Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and 
actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating a 
nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the 
wider Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples.

Primary students were lucky enough to have a visit from 
Aunty Danni, who opened the hearts and minds of everyone 
through her knowledge and passion of Aboriginal Culture. 
Aunty Danni shared the significance of creation stories, 
Aboriginal practices used to care for the environment, the 
life of Aboriginal people during the Gold rush, Aboriginal 
Technology (boomerangs, spears, canoes), the impact of British 
Colonisation on Aboriginal people, how Aboriginal people 
celebrated, Aboriginal languages being revived and Aboriginal 
people as the early scientist and astronomers. The students 
listened intently throughout the whole session, participated 
in learning about the Aboriginal artefacts and were full of 
inquisitive questions. We sincerely thank Aunty Danni for 
enriching the culture of our school.

Year 12 fundraising
Rachael Elcoate highlights the great fundraising work of our Year 12 2021 cohort.

EVERYONE LOVES A sausage sandwich from Bunnings and 
this was certainly the experience Year 12 had as they ran 
a fundraiser for their two charities: Central Coast Kids in 
Need and The Ronald McDonald Family Room at Gosford. 
The community spirit was in full force and we saw so many 
MacKillop communities come down to support this initiative. 
It was a fast paced day where the BBQ didn’t stop and neither 
did Year 12.

In the end, the students raised $1900 for their charities 
which is a super effort. That is 60kg of sausages, 20kg of 
onions, and litres and litres of drinks!

This fundraising continued back at school with a Year 7 
handball tournament. The competition came alive amongst 
Year 7 and the competitive nature and skill was on show. The 
big winner was the chocolate shared amongst the students for 
participating and having a go. Thanks Year 7 for your support.
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Holy Week and Easter celebrations
Finally together to celebrate as a faith community, Maisie Tenev.

ON THE LAST day of Term 1 the YMCC students and musicians 

presented the Stations of the Cross to the Secondary students 

and teachers in the morning and then to the Primary school 

in the afternoon. This was a wonderful occasion to reflect and 

celebrate the most important time in the liturgical calendar 

but to also be present with each other to pray as a faith 

community.

A sacred space was present at the centre of the stage and 

symbols linking to each station were placed around the cross. 

For each station, there was a reading of the scene, a scripture 

passage, a reflection on how we can apply the message or 

teaching to our everyday lives and a prayer. At the conclusion 

of each station a chorus of music was sung. To end the liturgy, 

a short reflection on the relevance of the Easter story was 

given. A challenge was presented to the students and staff 

about using this time of resurrection and new life into their 

own lives, to bury those old habits and ways of thinking, to 

make room for a new and better way of living.

Preparations for the Easter Liturgy began at the beginning 

of Term 1 and the students involved were committed and 

enthusiastic in their ability to make this liturgy an enjoyable 

and meaningful experience for everyone involved. Special 

thanks to Fr Philip for taking time to join us, to Sr Jiji, Mr Wallis, 

Mr LeBreton and Mr Snelling for their guidance and support. 
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Creating new connections
YMCC students say ‘Yes’ to new experiences, says, Maisie Tenev.

YOUTH MINISTRY STUDENTS (YMCC) have had a full term 
of activities and events. These include the YMCC Leadership 
Retreat, Shine Youth Ministry day at St Peter’s, Alpha, lunch 
meetings, fundraising and Praisefest. These events have 
challenged students to step outside of their comfort zone, 
meet new people, engage in new experiences and create new 
connections.

The YMCC Leadership Retreat was an overnight event at 
Camp Toukley and was attended by 28 students in Years 10 
and 11. PJ from CSBB Catholic Youth Broken Bay joined our 
MacKillop students and ran a number of sessions with the 
group. The students engaged in a number of workshops, which 
challenged them to reflect on their faith journey and how 
they can best develop their leadership skills; they also got to 
enjoy quad biking and the flying fox. Despite the cold weather, 
a liturgy by the campfire, followed by toasted marshmallows 
made for a memorable evening. 

Shine 2021 at St Peter’s, Tuggerah was a memorable day 
for our MacKillop group. YMCC students got to sing, dance 
and were inspired by the message of Fr Rob Galea, the CSYMA 
team and young people who gave testimony about being 
authentic in their faith as a young person. Before the day, 
the students had to elect two workshops to attend and these 
ranged from a Fr Rob workshop, St Vincent de Paul workshop, 
Science vs Religion workshop, music, leadership and drama 
workshop. Bishop Anthony Randazzo was present for a Q and 

A session. Each student was gifted with some holy water and 
he gave them a special blessing.

The usual activities of YMCC were also in full swing for Term 
2. Approximately 20 students completed the Alpha journey 
every Monday afternoon and the discussion groups were led 
by Year 10 and 9 students who have completed Alpha. It has 
been such a blessing to witness these leaders develop and 
grow in their confidence and faith. A number of lunch meetings 
were held in the Ryan Centre where some meetings were 
informative, others provided the opportunity to socialise and a 
Pentecost Party was held to celebrate the birth of the church. 
Various fundraising initiatives were also held, such as raffles, 
Winter Warmer Lunches and a Bunnings BBQ. 

There was a large group that represented MacKillop at 
Praisefest, which was on Friday 11 June, hosted by St Patrick’s 
Parish at East Gosford. It was the first non-virtual Praisefest 
since COVID-19 and what a night! The students in attendance 
represented MacKillop with great pride and engaged in 
the games, dancing and prayer time during Adoration. We 
welcomed new students, the regulars and even ex students 
and cannot wait for the next one!

Our students could not attend these events without the 
support of parents and the MacKillop staff. A special thanks to 
Sr Jiji, Mrs Reynolds, Mrs Price, Mr Legge, Ms Greenwood, Miss 
Goodwin, Mrs Sandeman, Mr Webster and Mr Tomsett for your 
time and effort to support the YMCC students.
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Vinnies winter appeal and sleepout
Sleeping rough to make a difference, Michelle Baxter.

ON FRIDAY 4 June, 55 students along with 10 staff attended 
the Winter Sleepout, which concluded our Vinnies Winter 
Appeal. Our Mini Vinnies hosted the event, promoting the 
issue of homelessness as a growing concern in Australia, and 
particularly on the Central Coast. 

As part of the initiative, in the fortnight leading up to the 
sleepout, our entire K-12 community rallied to collect a range 
of items from canned goods and non-perishables, to toiletry 
items and blankets. All the goods donated will assist a variety 
of local organisations including St Vincent de Paul, Beauty for 
Ashes and Coast Shelter.

The Winter Sleepout provides a wonderful opportunity 
for our students to get a glimpse of the realities of 
homelessness on a personal level by sleeping rough for one 
night. Furthermore, it encourages students and teachers 
to gain a deeper understanding about issues surrounding 
homelessness, while also allowing opportunities for the 
collection of funds and other needed items to support 

homelessness services and early intervention in the local 
community. 

The night started with ice-breakers and games before we 
had the privilege of hearing from amazing guest speakers 
who presented their personal stories about the impacts of 
homelessness, service support agencies, as well as domestic 
violence and the strong links this can have to becoming 
homeless. Chris from Beauty for Ashes explained the need for 
healthy relationships and how negative behaviours and choices 
can be detrimental. Trinity Young and Blake Escott were highly 
entertaining MCs for the evening, whilst a wonderful group 
of Year 10 lead a trivia session. We thank the many staff who 
prepared delicious soups for our dinner.

We hope that our students were inspired and motivated 
by their experience at the Winter Sleepout, and will take up 
the challenge to continue supporting our community with 
compassion and understanding for people in all difficult 
circumstances.
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The Pride of Workmanship Award
Debra Ferguson celebrates this achievement for the JUMP team: Michelle Baxter, 
Belinda Wells, Maisie Tenev and Sister Jiji.

MANY SCHOOLS PLACE service to others as a priority but 
teaching teenagers about this, when they tend to be egocentric 
at this age, can be difficult. In 2015 our College embarked on a 
journey to develop an outreach program within our school that 
would challenge our students to do more and to be more. We 
did this to help them be aware of how important outreach and 
volunteering is but also on the recommendation of our College 
Counsellors who were concerned about the growth of mental 
health issues amongst teenagers. One of the best medicines 
for this condition is to inspire students to cease dwelling on 
themselves and their issues and to go out and help others.

After two years of planning and investigating many programs 
we developed the MacKillop JUMP program. JUMP is an 
acronym for Josephites Undertaking Mission Projects. For 
our students, they see it as a program where they can JUMP 
into action and be involved in programs to assist others. We 
appointed a wonderful role model to lead this program, Mrs 
Michelle Baxter, who then took the lead for how the program 
would work.

Every student from Year 7 to 10 must complete a minimum 
of 15 hours of community service every year. All students do 
this, but the majority also choose to continue this work to be 
part of our Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards which is for 20, 

40 and 50 hours of outreach a year. We also have up to 20 
students who complete over 100 hours every year.

As this program grew, Mrs Baxter was joined by three other 
amazing women, Belinda Wells as the Assistant Leader, Sister 
Jennifer Canillas (Sr Jiji), and Maisie Tenev, our Youth Minister. 
We also honour a person who was consistently behind the 
scenes encouraging this team, Sister Marea Ross.

These four JUMP staff have allowed our students to be 
enriched by participating in so many varied programs both 
within and outside the College which are highlighted across 
our website and on Facebook.

These ladies were all honoured on 19 May at the Northlakes 
Toukley Rotary Business and Community Awards at Halekulani 
Bowling Club. They were awarded the Pride of Workmanship 
Award which recognised their dedication and appreciation 
of their service to their profession. This represents the many 
hours of administration that goes with this program but, more 
importantly and impressively, the constant work to organise 
events for the students and giving up hours of their own time 
to ensure all the students have these wonderful opportunities. 
They do this out of their own faith, belief and because of 
the profound effect they can see it has on our students. 
Congratulations and well done!

MISSION

ISSUE 28 | WEEK 9, TERM 2 2021



MISSIONMACKILLOP Catholic College WARNERVALE

Get a JUMP on
Another fulfilling term of outreach, explains Michelle Baxter.

THERE HAS BEEN a lot happening in Term 2 for JUMP 

students and teachers alike. The JUMP Variety Group and 

JUMP Art students have been busy creating a number of 

projects that will be unveiled in Term 3. In Week 5, all of Year 

8 participated in the 1000 Heart Project as part of Laudato Si 

Week. In response to Pope Francis’ encyclical which calls for all 

people to care for their common home and to look after the 

vulnerable, nearly 200 felt hearts were sewn and will be sent 

to India as a symbol of our solidarity and support for all victims 

and families who have been impacted as a result of COVID-19. 

We are very proud of all of our students for their service work.

On 19 May, the JUMP team attended the Northlakes Toukley 
Rotary Business and Community Awards at the Halekulani 
Bowling Club. Four of our staff were recipients of the Pride of 
Workmanship Awards: Mrs Wells, Mrs Tenev, Sr Jiji and I were 
acknowledged for our work in growing the JUMP Program 
across the Secondary school. This recognition is incredibly 
special, though we also wish to share this achievement with 
our students and staff for their commitment and tireless work 
in community service and outreach.
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AT MACKILLOP, WE are proud of our students’ growth and 
achievements in the academic domain. The breadth of our 
curriculum provides many opportunities and challenges for 
students to develop their knowledge, higher order thinking 
skills and practical skills. On 21 May we held our Academic 
Awards Assembly to acknowledge these students. 

High Commendation Awards were presented to one 
student in each class in Years 7-11. The award recipients 
tend to all have similar characteristics; consistently applying 
themselves to their learning tasks and are genuine in their 
effort, application and diligence. Student ‘agency’ is a main 
determining factor for success in secondary schooling and this 
award also recognises students’ growth in this area. Agency 
involves students taking ownership for their own thinking and 
learning; this may encompass aspects such as persistence, 
seeking assistance when needed, time management and 
prioritising. The High Commendation Awards are determined 
at the discretion of the classroom teacher, which is a difficult 
task considering the number of students who are worthy of 
such praise.

Academic Awards were presented to our Year 12 students 
who were midway through the HSC. This award is based 
solely on academic performance in assessment tasks and 
presented to the top placegetters in each course. This year 
it was noticeable how the awards were spread across a very 
broad range of students. It is encouraging to see the talent of 
our students and we wish them all the best for the remainder 

of the HSC. 

Mrs Debra Ferguson addressed the students about the 

talents they all possess and the positive contributions they 

make. Dominic Bunyan, one of our Indigenous students, was 

impressive as he gave the Acknowledgement to Country in 

Darkinjung language, followed by English. We were privileged 

to have the wonderful voice of Trinity Young for our National 

Anthem. In preparing these awards I would like to acknowledge 

the work of the teaching staff and Leaders of Learning and 

Teaching for their tireless and professional attention to 

developing students. Mrs Kathy Ryan provides invaluable 

administrative support in preparing such an event with over 

250 awards.

Awards assembly
Russell Jones expresses how proud he is of our students’ academic growth.
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PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND Digital Imaging is a 1 unit 

subject offered to Year 11 students to complement their HSC 

study courses. As the name suggests, students learn about 

photography, how to use a camera, edit in Photoshop and 

other software programs to enhance digital works and this 

term, it’s all about filmmaking and animations. Using iPads, 

computers and phones, students learn the finer points on how 

to make an animation.

In the studio... with PVDI
Jillian Young shows us how Photography, Video and Digital Imaging works.

Kaidyn sets up his subject and takes images of each scene so they can be connected together. Scan this QR code to see the final product!
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AFTER A 12 month break due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
MacKillop Drama students are once again competing in the 
Theatresports Schools Challenge and doing it very successfully. 
On 27 April, MacKillop hosted the Northern and Central Coast 
regional heats of the Theatresports Schools Challenge. Our 
Theatre was packed with teams from Newcastle, Hunter and 
the Central Coast who entertained their supporters with four 
rounds of improvised comedy. The evening was full of hilarity 
and skill. In the words of Brooke Oldfield from Impro Australia, 
“The IA [Impro Australia] cast are so impressed with the 
quality of improvisation. All the teams have been amazing.” It 
was fantastic to see the Sr Irene McCormack Theatre full and 
laughing hysterically at the antics of all the high school teams. 

Following on from their impressive heats, both the senior 
team and the intermediate team earned a place in the semi-
finals. The Intermediate team played their semi final on 2 June 

against a strong group of 10 schools at Lindfield Learning 
Centre. They played competitively and came a very respectable 
5th place. The highlight of the night was their hilarious ‘Sing 
About It’ scene on the topic of Year 8 Camp. Many thanks to 
Blake Escott of Year 11 who was the honorary coach for the 
evening.

The Senior team travelled to St Augustine’s Brookvale on 
3 June and approached their semi-final with enthusiasm, 
a sense of fun and a competitive edge. They showed great 
improvisation skills, playing the performance games Death in a 
Minute, Stunt Doubles, Open Scene and Sing About it against a 
very strong group of school teams. I am one very proud Drama 
teacher! I  would like to thank all the families and students 
who came along to support the teams. I would especially like 
to thank Mrs Beech for keeping me sane while I drove the 
‘karaoke bus’ to Brookvale.

Theatresports
Senior and Intermediate Theatresports teams earn a spot in the semi-finals, Sharon 
Baird.
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WATERCOLOURS ARE USED to bring dreams and nightmares to life!

Artists of excellence
Jillian Young showcases surrealism works from Year 10.
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WE HAVE HAD a wonderful time this term planning for and 

holding a number of annual Library events. We began with 

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS), where every year a 

picture book, by an Australian author and illustrator, is read 

simultaneously in libraries around the country. A very large 

lunchtime crowd of our Primary students joined over one 

million children who listened to the story ‘Give Me Some Space’ 

by Philip Bunting. The reading this year was an intergalactic 

experience with the NSS 2021 book being read by the NASA 

astronaut, Dr Shannon Walker, from the International Space 

Station. 

Once again we opened the Library for an evening of fun, 

food and family reading with our Family Reading and Pizza 

Night to celebrate the Family Reading Month of May. This year 

our event saw over 30 families in attendance. It was a joyous 

experience to see so many families spending time together 

making this a special event to support the love of reading. Mrs 

Kenney, our new Primary Assistant Principal, praised this event, 

“The Library was filled with smiles and families and pizza. So 

many parents were happy and joyous and appreciated the 

time spent with their child in a warm and welcoming space.”

One of our major fundraisers, Australia’s Biggest Morning 

Tea, was another very successful event this term which raised 

more than $900. Staff at MacKillop generously donated baked 

or bought cakes, slices and biscuits making it possible to 

raise much needed funds for The Cancer Council of Australia. 

Many members of the school community came to enjoy a 

cuppa and yummy treat in the Library. A special thanks to the 

JUMP students and staff who helped serve before school and 

during Break 1. We are truly blessed to have such a generous 

community.

Fun, food and family reading
Jackie Crowe provides an overview of community events in the Library.
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TERM 2 HAS seen some amazing results in Primary sport.

Primary Athletics Carnival

We started the term with a bang, conducting our Primary 
Athletics Carnival on the first day back of term. In glorious 
conditions, fun was had by all. A special thanks goes to the 
many parent volunteers and Year 10 PASS students who 
assisted to run the day. The BBQ lunch was a treat! Many 
outstanding individual efforts were on display with 5 records 
set: Henry Kyle (8 Boys 100m), Jack Andrews on his first day at 
the College (12 Boys 100m), Scarlett Clark (Junior Girls 800m), 
Noah Kilham (9 Boys Long Jump), and Ethan Ampoma-Gyamfi 
(10 Boys Discus).

Congratulations to our Age Champions:

7/8 Years Mackenzie Luker-Stanborough and Nixon Masters

9 Years Indi Deacon and Lochie Farrugia

10 Years Scarlett Clark and Ethan Ampoma-Gyamfi

11 Years Madison Agar and Benjamin Knight

12 Years Aaliyah Fong and Jack Andrews

We congratulate Temuka for taking out the overall House 
points tally for 2021.

The finals results were:

• Temuka  187

• Penola  154

• Gesu  134

• Kincumber  90

• Fitzroy  87

• Alma 60

Sporting Schools Cricket

Year 1-6 are having lots of fun participating in a Sporting 
Schools Cricket Program every second Friday. This has 
followed on beautifully from the AFL program completed in 
Term 1. Each year group has a 40-minute session across each 
of the four weeks.

CCC Cross Country

A team of 80 children qualified from our school cross 
country in Term 1 to compete at the CCC Cross Country 
at Hylton Moore Oval, Gosford, on Friday 30 April. A new 
location and new course proved particularly challenging to 
all competitors from the 11 schools. Congratulations to the 
following 10 students who qualified to move to the next level, 
Broken Bay Cross Country in Sydney: Scarlett Clark, Georgia 
Harris, Suzie Buse, Riley Norris, Joshua Norris, Lara Murphy, 
Toby Clark, Bayley Michael, Ethan Ampoma-Gyamfi and Jacinta 
Doherty.

Year 11 SLR Coaching Sessions

Our Year 3 and 4 students have been participating in a 
variety of sport coaching sessions with our Year 11 Sports 
Coaching Students. These sessions have been happening 
every second Thursday morning and our Primary students 

are having so much fun. These sessions are essential ‘real life’ 
skill building and learning for our senior students and in turn 
develop sensational K-12 relationships. Thanks to teachers for 
their flexibility with their own teaching timetables.

AFL Paul Kelly Cup

Our boys and girls AFL teams participated in the Paul Kelly 
Cup competition at Don Small Oval, Tacoma, on Wednesday 
5 May. Both teams had prepared well with Mr Colton and 
improved with every game, having lots of fun. The girls were 
undefeated, progressing to the Regional Final on Tuesday 25 
May at Bateau Bay. The standard stepped up significantly and 
our girls were challenged by teams from the south of the coast. 
In a fine effort our girls finished 3rd overall on the Central 
Coast winning their final for 3rd and 4th. Congratulations to 
Abigail who was outstanding across the day. 

Broken Bay Cross Country

We had 10 athletes from Years 3-6 represent our school and 
the Central Coast at the Broken Bay Cross Country, Fagan Park, 
in Sydney in Week 5. The competition was particularly hot at 
this level and all our runners had personal best performances. 
Of special note, Scarlett Clark finished 3rd overall and 
progressed to the Polding Cross Country, and Georgia Harris 
and Suzie Buse both finished in the  top 10 in their age groups 
– well done!

Around the grounds
Kellie Denneman provides an update on the sporting achievements in Primary.
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Success across all sports
Duncan Black reports on a triumphant and immersive term of Secondary sport.

THROUGHOUT TERM 2, MacKillop has been fully immersed 
in Representative Sport. The College has had a number of 
sporting teams and individuals trial for selection into Broken 
Bay and NSW CCC teams. By the end of Term 2 we have 
had 29 teams represent the College, 21 students represent 
BBSSSA, and 5 students that have been selected into the NSW 
CCC teams. 

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
selected into Broken Bay and NSW CCC teams so far in 2021:

BBSSSA Touch Samara Ross and Anabelle Ross

BBSSSA Rugby 
League

Tayte Bayley, Blake FIeld, Josiah Fesolai

BBSSSA U16 Girls Sienna Deeley, Brooklyn Lake, Anabelle Ross

BBSSSA Soccer
Riley Burn, Joshua Pratt, Montana-Rose Currey, 
Zoe Karapidis

BBSSSA Swimming Tyson Scicluna, Noah Sanchez, Cooper Burgess

BBSSSA Cross 
Country

Evan Enraght-Moony, Mia Tongue, Brodie  
Slattery, Sebastian Varndell, William  
Enraght-Moony and Emma Jones

Sydney Independent 
Catholic Colleges 
Rugby League

Blake Field

Metropolitan 1 Sienna Deeley and Anabelle Ross

NSWCCC Cricket Karan Katli

NSWCCC Netball Mia Middleton and Anabelle Ross

NSWCCC Hockey Emma Jones (U16)

NSWCCC Football Zoe Karapidis (Opens)

NSWCCC Swimming Noah Sanchez

Extra-Curricular Sport

• Open Boys AFL 
Congratulations to the Open Boys AFL team they have 
progressed to the finals day being held in Week 10 
against the Hunter Region of the tournament. 

• U13 Boys Rugby League 
Congratulations to the Under 13 boys, taking out their 
pool rounds undefeated and winning their semi final 
24–0. The boys will now play the final in Week 10. 

• Open Girls Soccer 
Congratulations to the Open Girls Soccer team on their 
runner’s performance at the BBSSSA Soccer Gala Day. 

• NSW Schools Cup 
Well done to our Netballers. The College had four 
teams, two in Year 7/8 and two in Year 9/10 groups, 
with all teams making the semi-finals. One of our Year 
7/8 teams and one of our Year 9/10 teams made it to 
the final on the day. The Year 7/8 team went down by 
one goal against Hunter Sports High. While our Year 
9/10 team won by 2 goals against St Pius Adamstown 
and they have gone through to the next stage. 
Congratulations girls!
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IN FEBRUARY AT our Joseph, Julian and Mary MacKillop 
(JJAMM) Leadership Retreat, we joined other school leaders 
and, using this inspiration, created initiatives that we could 
implement at MacKillop. When we had the opportunity to 
reflect on what we could add to our community, we realised 
that our school already had many great programs and 
initiatives. So we asked ourselves, why reinvent the wheel when 
the wheel already spins well? After becoming inspired from 
other schools we put a focus on rebuilding our community 
after our loss of connection due to COVID-19. This is where the 
idea of Soul Goals and Welcome Angels began. 

Soul Goals is an initiative run by our Year 9 and 10 
Parliament Leaders that focuses on bringing positivity to our 
Secondary community. Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
a Year 9 and 10 Parliament Leader from each College House 
will read a positive quote, a positive message and something 
positive that has occurred during the school that week over 
the PA system during pastoral. As a result of this initiative 
positivity will be spread and young parliament members have 
the opportunity to work together as a team and develop their 

leadership qualities, which will hopefully encourage them to 
participate in senior leadership.

The Welcome Angels is an initiative that we created based 
solely on the focus and purpose of further connecting the 
Primary and Secondary components of our school. This 
initiative is led by our Year 8 Parliament Leaders every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, from 8.30am and involves these 
leaders going to the Primary Kiss and Drop. Here, they greet 
the Primary students and welcome them to school. By saying a 
simple hello and having a small conversation with the Primary 
students it allows a small friendship and a bond to be made 
between our Primary and Secondary students. As a result of 
this our students are rebuilding the connection we lost as a 
community due to COVID-19. 

Although Soul Goals and Welcome Angels are small 
initiatives we have implemented throughout the College, we 
hope it is something that will remain a part of our school 
when we leave, to continue a positive and connected K-12 
community. 

Souls Goals and Welcome Angels
Chloe Benson and Jesse Slattery strengthen our K-12 community, one initiative at 
a time.
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IT HAS BEEN wonderful to be able to welcome parents and 
carers back into the school for Mass, assemblies, parent 
meetings and volunteering. A primary part of the role as Family 
Liaison Officer (FLO) at MacKillop is to provide support to our 
parent community. So far this term I have been able to contact 
and welcome all our new families and continue to provide 
support and referral to families where needed. 

Our Term 2 PAST (Parent Advisory Support Team) met on 
5 May via Zoom to discuss the celebration of 200 Years of 
Catholic Education, Mother’s Day, COVID Tutoring Program, 
Traffic Management Plan, Parent Engagement Activities, 
assemblies, awards and NAIDOC week. 

This year in Primary there was a decision made to allocate 
the running of different events to different Year groups. I 
would like to say a massive thank you to our Year 4 parents 
and carers for organising and running our Mother’s Day stall. 
Our Year 6 parents have been busy planning our Primary 
Disco on Wednesday 23 June to raise money for the Year 6 
Graduation. 

We had a small group of parents RSVP to attend our Parent 
Wellbeing Walk, however, due to the weather, this had to be 
postponed till next term. Keep an eye out for communication 
about this event. This is a wonderful opportunity for those 
new to the school or looking to form connections with our 
MacKillop community.

At our Primary Grade parent meeting on the 26 April there 
was a suggestion from our grade parents for changes to the 
girls winter uniform. A voluntary survey was then sent out to all 
Primary parents and the findings were that parents would like 
the uniform to remain as is. More details will be shared with 
parents and discussions held at the Grade parent meeting in 
Week 8. 

Kirsty Liston, one of our parent representatives in the 
Catholic School Parents (CSP) group has also provided an 
update: 

This term, CSP Broken Bay held a combined Diocesan meeting 
where parents shared ideas on how to reconnect with school 
communities after a disjointed 2020. One of the focuses for 
CSP this year is wellbeing and some of the recommendations to 
come from discussion is a vaping webinar and a parent training 
session around knowing the signs of mental health within our 
children. Another focus area is evaluating and providing more 
inclusive and adaptive models for parent bodies within schools. 
CSP is the voice of the diocese, aiming to make sure that the 
voice is reflective of the families within our communities. On 16 
June the CSP leadership dinner will be held which is a great way 
for school leaders and parents to come together and work on 
ways to be inclusive of the parent voice and the best structure 
for their community. These opportunities are always available to 
parents, simply contact Kirsty Liston or Natalie Tunstead for more 
information.

Parent news
Natalie Tunstead celebrates parents and carers being able to join us again.

WELLBEING
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IN YOUR OWN words, can you tell us the story behind your 
cause?

AIMEE: So before I was born I lost my nan to breast cancer, 
and growing up without even meeting her was really just 
horrible to have to deal with. Then when I was 4 years old my 
mum passed away from skin cancer, and that was the death 
that hurt the most. Growing up without her, at first wasn’t that 
much of an issue since I was still young and it didn’t really click, 
but as I grew up and went through those girly-type things in 
which I really needed her, that’s when it got harder to deal 
with and I became more emotionally aware. I was lucky though 
because I had my dad and sister to help me out, but again 
there are just some things a young girl needs her mum for. In 
recent years, I’ve learnt that one of my friends that I actually 
met in a counselling group called CanTeen, had struggled 
with her own cancer diagnosis and lost all of her hair. Whilst 
she’s received the all clear now, I’ve realised that cancer can 
affect anyone and everyone, which is why I’ve chosen to do the 
shave. This isn’t for me, it’s for everyone we’ve lost and anyone 
we may know that has struggled with cancer. 

How have you found strength through everything?

AIMEE: Yeah definitely, whilst this experience has been really 
horrible, my family and I have come a long way. I, myself, have 
gone through some really tough mental health issues because 
of the loss, but now I’ve gotten some help and learnt to control 
it better. These experiences drag us down no doubt about it, 
but they also give us the chance to rise up and grow stronger 
as human beings.

It is a very brave thing to do. Females naturally identify 
with having hair and losing it unintentionally is a huge 
challenge, and here you are ready to shave it all off!

AIMEE: Ahahah, yeah I am and I’m a lot calmer about it than 
I thought I would be to be honest. The funny thing is, I received 
a call from my nan (the live one, my mum’s mum) a few days 
after I announced I would be doing the shave and she told me 
that my mum was actually really worried that she would lose 
her hair when she was sick. I can’t help but laugh a little at 
that because she was sick and worried about losing her hair, 
but here I am healthy and voluntarily shaving off my hair. But 
to be honest I’m not as nervous about it as I thought I would 
be, honestly that’ll probably change on the day, but for now I 
don’t care how it’ll make me look because I know it’s for a good 
cause. Hopefully it’ll grow back enough for my Year 12 formal 
though.

Your friend, Will, has joined you on this journey, how did 
that make you feel, and what has the support been like from 
your peers?

AIMEE: When Will asked if he could shave his head with 
me, I was so happy that he wanted to do it. Not only did I feel 
warmed and supported, but I knew that what I was doing was 
having an affect on others around me. Will’s been my good 
friend for a while and it’s great to know that we both share a 

connection and understanding, and that we’ll both be doing 
this in support of the family we’ve lost. And it’s not just the 
support from Will, but the support I’ve received from my grade 
is honestly incredible. I receive donations from some people I 
don’t even know, and from others that I share my classes with 
that I hardly talk to. This just proves that the cause is well-
known and supported by a large number, and it feels really 
nice to have that support from people who understand.

You reached your $2000 fundraising target weeks earlier 
than you anticipated, how does that feel?

AIMEE: Honestly I’m still in shock, before I even created the 
page I was thinking I’d only have a goal of about $700, but then 
when I made it I was thinking why not try for higher, and so I 
set it for $1000. The page had only been up for a day before 
we managed to reach $1000 and I couldn’t believe it, I was so 
shocked and so warmed by the support. That’s when I decided 
I’d try to reach $2000 and I was thinking there’s no way we 
could reach that much, but if we did that’d be pretty incredible 
so why not try. When I got the email saying that I reached the 
goal of $2000, I honestly couldn’t contain my excitement. I was 
jumping about with my sister and smiling so much, the shock 
from managing to raise $2000 that will be going to cancer 
research is such an incredible feeling. 

I think it is safe to say that everyone at MacKillop is 
extremely proud of you for taking such action on behalf 
of many individuals battling cancer and the families who 
witness the suffering of their love one/s. Thank you for 
sharing your story with us. 

AIMEE: Thanks Miss, I’m glad I could share this all with 
everyone. If anyone ever gets the chance to do something 
like this, all I can say is: Take the chance. You live one life, hair 
grows back, and it’s for a good cause so why not do it?

In their own words
Aimee Greenfield of Year 12 speaks to Alyssa Chilvers about her Shave For A 
Cure campaign.
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FOR OVER 20 of our MacKillop students, our trip to Canberra 
was their first trip away from home without a parent ever!

Our days were jam-packed with as much as possible: 
Parliament House, Questacon, Telstra Tower, and the Dinosaur 
Museum were but an exciting few of the stops we made. Of 
course, as the purpose of the entire trip was to experience 
first-hand what we had been learning about, that was high on 
our list of priorities:

• see where laws are made now that we had learnt how

• feel what it would be like to debate in the houses of 
Parliament

• experience the power of government for the people by the 
people

The Dinosaur Museum was definitely a stand-out experience 
that we had eagerly awaited as well. Face-to-face with lifesize 
replicas of bones and taloned claws…in the dark…better than a 
visit to a haunted house!

A new addition to our itinerary this year was also a visit 
to The Big Issue. Here we met with two people who had 
experienced abuse, homelessness and marginalisation. It is 
a not-for-profit organisation that creates opportunities for 
positive change for street people by creating opportunities for 
them to make a living and gain self-confidence. Their honest 
and moving firsthand accounts were certainly captivating.

As we headed back home, comfortable on the bus, with 
friends, a movie, meals provided, and people who missed us, it 
was a timely reminder of what and who was really important.

Year 6 visit our nation’s capital
Catherine Brown, Samantha Mohan and Jeanette Noonan tell us about this 
exciting adventure.
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THE YEAR 7 camp is always a wonderful experience for our 
newest Secondary students, however, this year was even more 
significant to our Year 7 cohort. Having missed out on Year 6 
camp due to COVID-19, our students were so thrilled to be 
able to go out on camp and make wonderful memories that 
they can cherish.

Students and staff travelled to the Great Aussie Bush Camp 
in Tea Gardens for a three day camp filled with activities and 
fun. The students camped out in fixed tent sites with their own 
campfire. The days were filled with a range of activities that 
included high ropes, giant swing, flying fox and sea kayaking. 
Students completed these activities in their pastoral classes, 
which provided a wonderful opportunity for the pastoral 
teachers to bond with their groups and for students to get to 
know each other outside the school setting. On Wednesday 
night, the students were treated to a fluro disco and on 
Thursday night they enjoyed a movie night. 

There is no doubt that many students were challenged to 
move out of their comfort zones and try new experiences, 
while being away from home was also an opportunity to build 
resilience. The pastoral team and myself were so impressed 
with the students who tried the physical activities and pushed 
themselves. A true highlight of the experience was the way 
in which the students supported each other to get through 
the different challenges. The care, support and positivity the 
students showed to one another was outstanding.

Facilitating a school camp is no small task, but seeing 
the students grow and develop independence, resilience 
and challenge themselves makes it a highly valuable and 
worthwhile experience. Thank you to the students for 
embracing the experience and a huge thank you to the 
following staff who took time away from their own families and 
spent extra time helping to make the camp possible: Mrs Black, 
Ms Clark, Mrs Thompson, Mr Mace, Mr Haines, Mrs Beech, Mrs 
Werchon, Ms Gorman and Mr Taragel.

Year 7 camp
Expanding horizons and strengthening bonds, Corrine Patil.
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IN WEEK 6, Year 10 students were provided with the 
opportunity to leave their everyday life behind and experience 
their first retreat on the Sydney Northern Beaches. The 
students boarded the buses early Thursday morning for a full 
day of activities and sessions together as a group and returned 
Friday afternoon, exhausted but in high spirits.

The theme of this year’s retreat was ‘positive relationships’, 
which was integrated throughout the group sessions, outdoor 
activities and of course, the beautiful Mass, which was 
designed for the students. The availability of some free time 

enabled the students to strengthen their relationships within 

the cohort as well as broaden their existing friendships.

Many laughs were had and students demonstrated 

wonderful leadership and maturity throughout the retreat. 

A heartfelt thanks to all the teachers who accompanied 

the students and left their loved ones at home so that the 

students were able to enjoy this opportunity. We are looking 

forward to returning again to Collaroy next year to participate 

in the Senior Retreat.

Year 10 retreat
Megan Phillipson highlights the theme of positive relationships.
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