
 
 

PARENT UPDATE – A VERY BIG THANK YOU 
 
2nd April 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
On behalf of the College’s Leadership Team and the entire staff of MacKillop, we wish to extend to all our parents and 
carers a very big thank you with considerable admiration for everything that you have done to support your children and 
the College during these challenging and unusual times. Somewhere down the track, we will all be able to look back on this 
time and say: How did we do what we did? The simple answer at the moment is, that we had little choice but to cope. It is 
true to say, the rate of success for moving to HBL (Home-Based Learning) has been only possible due to the wonderful 
parents, students and staff we have at MacKillop. 
 
We also know this has been very stressful for parents and that the vast majority of our families have risen to the occasion 
with a clear and consistent focus on supporting their children. We are deeply appreciative of our parents. Can, I also thank 
the parents who have provided their feedback via the Google survey that was completed earlier this Week. The number of 
responses and the issues raised will inform the updated learning program for the start of Term 2. 
 
The College is hearing that it is likely that next week will be a Pupil Free Week at the College. As soon as we are informed of 
this decision we will pass on that news to our families. It does make sense to allow the teachers and leaders to organise 
learning for Term 2. It would be wise for parents to prepare for this situation. 
 
On top of that, if Schools are to operate in the virtual mode for Term 2, then we will circulate what our MacKillop Virtual 
School Model will look like to all families, students and staff. This virtual model will outline all areas of our operation to 
support students, families and staff, as if we are conducting an onsite School. This Virtual School Model will be published to 
you via our COMPASS platform and by email. 
 
As Holy Week and Easter are upon us next week, it is appropriate to take some timeout from what has been taking place 
these past two weeks. Our parents, students and staff deserve to take a breather as we would normally do at this time. 
Easter will look very different this year but, the Easter message of Christ’s Resurrection to new life is also our College’s 
motto of ‘Christ Our Light’ and, this message remains the prayer and inspiration for encouraging us to reach out to all 
those we love and to those we need to care for. This Easter, we reach out to our world-wide family who are suffering from 
the effects of COVID-19 and we pray, for a recovery that allows our human family to celebrate the most valued things in 
life. May your Easter bring you some comfort and inner peace. Blessings to each family for Easter. 
 
I am pleased to inform our College community, that our Secondary Principal, Deb Ferguson has returned from overseas 
and has been in self-isolation these past two weeks. Mrs Ferguson has hopped back onboard to assist us with how we are 
supporting HBL and for the planning of Term 2. This has been very welcomed by our leadership group and especially by our 
Acting Secondary Principal, Mrs Mel McGuinness, who has not only been integrally involved in how we have been 
operating this past month, she has had her husband Bill in and out of Hospital and he remains quite gravely ill. She is a 
most resilient person and we continue to pray for her husband’s recovery. 
 
Our Primary team, under the leadership of Mr Frank Cohen and Mrs Ann Jackson, have been responding to students, staff 
and parents each day and there is great energy around their response to the Primary School. They are exploring and 
reshaping the HBL profile to meet the children’s needs for Term 2. They are also in front of the game with their initiatives 
and planning. 
 
There is much to do and we are endeavouring to keep our onsite operation going as our learning community operates 
remotely for the time being. Your trust in us is something we treasure, and we send you our continued support for what 
now lies in front of us all. 
 
Please take special care of yourselves and your family. 
 
 

 
 
Steve Todd 
College Principal  
 


