
 

During Term 4 we are going to run a Spelling Bee across Stage Levels.  A copy 
of the Spelling Bee Booklet is available on the College Website and a hard 
copy will be made available in Classrooms. Teachers will also provide word 
lists specific to each year level.  Enclosed here are the rules for the Bee.  
Please make sure that you read through the rules so that you understand 
how the Spelling Bee will run.  The structure of the Bee will be as follows:  
 
 
Term 4 – Spelling Bee Booklets are made available on the College Website.  
Week 1 – Promote Spelling Bee.  Classroom spelling activities.  Explain rules.  
Practise procedure.    
Week 2 – Each class holds a knockout to get top 5(ES1) or top 3 (Stg 1 – Stg 
3).  Names submitted to Sharon and Kerry.   
Week 3 – ES1 Knockout with whole school Friday 11.30 – 15 children 
competing to get top 3   
Week 4 – Stage 1 Knockout with whole school Friday 11.30 – 18 children 
competing to get top 3   
Week 5 – Stage 2 Knockout with whole school Friday 11.30 – 18 children 
competing to get top 3   
Week 6 - Stage 3 Knockout with whole school Friday 11.30 – 18 children 
competing to get top 3   
Week 7 – ES1, Stage 1, Stage 2 and Stage 3 Finals: 10am Friday November 
30. Top 3 from each stage knockout to get stage champions. Teacher & 
Parent Competition also presented at this final competition.  
 

Parents who are interested in participating in this competition may 
email Mrs. Kerry Power via the College email or a note via your child. 
 
 
 

 
 

SPELLING BEE RULES 
1. In competition, the words offered for spelling may or may not be from 

the lists distributed to students.  However, they may have similar 
patterns, roots, suffixes or prefixes and will be of a similar level to those 
studied from the lists.  

2. In competition, after the pronouncer gives the speller a word, the speller 
will be encouraged to pronounce the word before spelling it and after 
spelling it. The judges may not disqualify a speller for failing to 
pronounce the word either before or after spelling it. But the judges will 
know that the speller is done if he or she pronounces the word after 
spelling it and the pronouncer will be assured that the speller has heard 
the word correctly if he or she pronounces it before beginning to spell it. 

3. The speller may ask the pronouncer to say the word again, define it, 
and/or use it in a sentence. The pronouncer shall grant all such requests 
until the judges agree that the word has been made reasonably clear to 
the contestant. Judges may disqualify any speller who ignores a request 
to start spelling. 

4. Having started to spell a word, a speller may stop and start over, 
retracing the spelling from the beginning.  In retracing there can be a 
change of letters or their sequence from those first pronounced. In other 
words, a speller can correct themselves, even while it is still his or her 
turn. 

5. Upon missing the spelling of a word, the contestant immediately drops 
out of the contest. The same word on the pronouncer’s list is given to the 
next contestant. 

6. When the contestants are reduced to two, the elimination procedure 
changes. At that point, when one contestant misspells a word, the other 
contestant shall be given an opportunity to spell that same word. If the 
second contestant spells the word correctly, then she/he shall be 
declared the winner. 

7. If both spellers misspell the same word, both shall continue in the 
contest. The contest continues until only one successful speller remains. 

 
 
 



SOME TIPS FOR TEACHERS, JUDGES, 
PRONOUNCERS AND PARENTS  

 

1. Make sure participants don’t feel uncomfortable when singled 
out to spell in front of a group. If a participant is not comfortable 
taking the spotlight to spell, give them another job to do: Let 
them read off the words and use it in a sentence (we’ll call that 
person “the reader”) or perhaps act as a judge. Remember: kids 
will also learn spelling by reading the words, thinking up 
sentences, and following along to judge the correct spelling.  
 

2. Be sure to choose words that are suited to the level of the 
participants. You don’t want the words to be so easy that they’re 
not challenged or so difficult that they grow frustrated.  
 

3. Although traditionally a participant is eliminated from a spelling 
bee competition as soon as he or she is unable to spell a word, 
for your class spelling bee, you may want to tinker with the 
formula a little. You may let a participant continue to compete 
until he or she misspells, say, five words. Or you might want to 
keep score and anoint the person who correctly spells the most 
words the winner, in order to let all the participants continue to 
play. Or you might give each person a one “pass” to use at some 
point during the game to trade in a word that stumps him or her 
for another word. Get creative with the rules in order to keep 
things comfortable and fun for participants in the classroom.  
They should be made aware, however, that this will not be the 
rule for the whole school competition.   
 

4. Write each word on the whiteboard or a big piece of cardboard 
as it is spelled correctly. This will help participants to learn all the 
words in the competition, not just the ones they are asked to 
spell.  

5. Don’t be afraid to mix things up.  You can have a non-
competitive spelling bee in which participants are asked to write 
words as they are dictated. Participants can work individually or 
in a group, discussing and working together to decide on the 

correct spelling of a word. Again, write the words down on a 
whiteboard as they are spelled correctly in order to reinforce 
learning.  
 

6. Or you may want to hold a themed spelling bee, using words 
from newspapers and magazines for a “current-events bee,” 
from the sports section for a “sports bee,” or from a cookbook 
for a “cuisine bee.”  
 

7. Many of the words in the English language have their origins 
from other languages.  Have a ‘country of origin’ spelling bee as 
this will reinforce the etymology of words.    
 

8. Step it up.  
Whether you are holding an oral spelling competition or a non-
competitive written spelling bee, take a gradual approach. Begin 
with easy word sand progress to more difficult ones.  
 

9. Talk about it  
After the spelling bee is over, talk things over with participants.  
Ask them what was most difficult and what was easy. This will 
give you a chance to reinforce key spelling concepts and 
introduce helpful ways to approach spelling.  
 

10. Draw on some of the words from the Bee and discuss other 
words that may fall into the same pattern, roots, have words 
within words or have the same prefixes or suffixes.  Remember 
that our brain learns pattern by pattern and this is one way to 
learn how to spell.  
 

11. Encourage children to play scrabble and complete crosswords or 
make their own.  
 

12. Some websites:  www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au    
https://www.google.com.au/#q=websites+to+help+with+spellin
g+bee+activities  
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